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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING

OF MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2013
AT 200 HIGHLANDS BOULEVARD DRIVE

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor David L. Willson called the Regular Board of Aldermen meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. ROLL CALL AND STATEMENT OF QUORUM

Roll call showed those present were:  Alderman Clement, Alderman Stevens, Alderman Hamill, Alderman Ottenad, Alderman Schrader, Alderman Diehl, Mayor Willson and Attorney Gunn.  A quorum was present.
3.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
a. Minutes of the October 7, 2013 Regular Board of Aldermen meeting 

Alderman Clement made the motion to approve the Minutes of the October 7, 2013 Regular Board of Aldermen meeting. The motion was seconded by Alderman Hamill and carried unanimously, without objection.
4.
ESTABLISHMENT OF ORDER OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Alderman Hamill and Alderman Clement simultaneously, made the motion to approve the Order of Items on the Agenda, as submitted. The motion was seconded by Alderman Schrader and carried unanimously, without objection.  
5.
CONSIDERATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
a. Homecoming Committee giving back to the Community

1. Donation to Shop With a Cop

2. Donation to Circle of Concern

3. Donation to Friends of Kids with Cancer

Director of Parks and Recreation Eileen Collins stated the funds being donated are generated from Manchester Homecoming, and the funds go back into the community.  She mentioned that there were many members of the Homecoming Committee in the audience, and she expressed her thanks for all they do. 
Checks for the donations from the Manchester Homecoming festival were presented to representatives for Shop with a Cop, Circle of Concern and Friends of Kids with Cancer. 

b. Recognition of Scouts who participated in the Document Shredding Event 

Mayor Willson recognized the following Boy Scouts from Troop 801 which is sponsored by Manchester United Methodist Church:


David Casanova, Jonathan Dunlop, Tristan Henschel,


Joe Lynch and Michael Lynch

Mayor Willson commended the Boy Scouts for the hard work they did during the Document Shredding Event held recently at Paul Schroeder Park.  He said 127 people came through the shredding line; there were 272 food items donated plus $94 in cash.
c. Erin Shank, Urban Wildlife Biologist, Missouri Department of Conservation

Ms. Erin Shank, Biologist, stated she was asked to come speak about the “no feeding” Ordinance that is being proposed.  She advised that the Missouri Department of Conservation recommends prohibiting the feeding of deer, because deer do not need supplemental food in suburban areas at all.
Ms. Shank stated that prohibiting feeding of deer is not going to help with controlling of the numbers, but it does help to address some property damage issues.  Deer have learned where the “free lunches” are located.  They can consume and digest just about any plant material.

Ms. Shank answered a question from Mayor Willson’s by saying that people are feeding the deer the supplemental corn, and some people throw out apples.

Alderman Ottenad asked if St. Louis County is any closer to realizing that there is a problem around Queeny Park and if they are ready to do something about it.

Ms. Shank answered she believes they are making slow progress but nothing is going to happen for a bit, at least not before the next election. She stated Town & Country’s deer population is decreasing; this is the only City where the deer population is decreasing.  Town & Country was at 65 deer per square mile, and it is now at 35 deer per square mile. 

Answering a question, Ms. Shank stated that this will be Ellisville’s first year of hunting on private property; it is Ballwin’s second year; however, Ellisville did have a managed hunt.

Ms. Shank stated that a healthy sustainable deer herd, historically, is about 20 deer per square mile, depending on diversity and landscape.  Deer are an important valuable resource as a component of a healthy wildlife population.

Alderman Stevens asked about data collection recommended, and Ms. Shank answered this can be seen by vehicle collisions and some different types of surveys.  She advised that distance sampling is a widely used method of surveying, but you can’t have foliage on understory when collecting information by distance sampling. 
Knowing the deer herd is grazing into other communities as a result of the County taking no action at this point, Alderman Stevens said she wondered if it makes any sense for communities to try to address their deer population.

Ms. Shank stated she thinks that is a valid point, and she believes the County is going to have to own up to it.  She said when they hear from municipalities saying that the County’s inaction has a direct effect on their residents, that would help, and the management has to happen on both private and public property to be beneficial.
d. Comments from the Public

Ms. Sharon Owens, 107 Baxter Acres Drive, feels the residents are blessed with Manchester having great employees; her concern is the lack of appreciation from the elected officials. She spoke about the loss of employees of the City of Manchester because, as she believes, it is from lack of pay.  Ms. Owens also spoke about how she used to know most of the police officers but now they are gone, so she suspects Manchester is now a stepping stone.  

Ms. Owens stated Manchester Homecoming is one of the best events in West County; it is by hard work that it happens. She spoke about an increase in health insurance costs to employees, but no raises given.  Ms. Owens stated that money should not be spent on the backs of the employees.  She urged that there be a pay increase included in the budget for employees.

6.
REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR
a. Mayoral Report

Mayor Willson reported on the following events:  all budget meetings, the Staff meeting, the Lafayette Area Mayor’s Meeting on October 11, the Document Shredding Event on October 12, and the Charter Communications meeting on October 15.
Mayor Willson reported on October 17 he attended the 40th Anniversary of the Mid-East Area Agency on Aging.  
On October 21, a local school visited and toured the Police Facility; they also pretended to have a Board meeting, with a student mayor, aldermen, and city clerk.
7.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR
a. List of Paid Bills (Warrant dates of October 4-18, 2013)

     

There were no questions.

8.
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
a. Planning and Zoning Commission

Alderman Clement stated that the Planning and Zoning Commission has not met, but there is an agenda for the November 11 meeting.

b. Historic Review Commission

Alderman Diehl stated the Historic Review Commission did not meet, but there is a meeting scheduled for November 18.
c. Homecoming Committee

Alderman Ottenad stated the Committee did not have a meeting; the next meeting will be 
in March.
d. Manchester Arts Council

Alderman Stevens advised that there was a Manchester Arts meeting.  She stated that the City was not chosen as the recipient of the Trova Sculptures.

Alderman Stevens stated there was a group from the Arts Council that met with the superintendent of Parkway School District; he was very helpful about understanding the Arts Council.  She said the current efforts focused on scheduling future events for the community.

9.
ACTION ON OLD BILLS
a.
BILL # 13-2177 – AN ORDINANCE ENTERING INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR ROADWAY AND SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE HENRY AVENUE RIGHT-OF-WAY 
Alderman Diehl read for the second time Bill # 13-2177, entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR OF THE CITY OF MANCHESTER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE MISSOURI HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION IN CONNECTION WITH A FEDERAL PROJECT RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF ROADWAY AND SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE HENRY AVENUE RIGHT-OF-WAY FROM MANCHESTER ROAD TO THE MANCHESTER CITY LIMITS”, by title only.
Alderman Diehl made the motion that Bill # 13-2177 become Ordinance # 13-2059.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Ottenad and Clement simultaneously.

A poll of the Board showed:


Alderman Diehl - aye


Alderman Schrader - aye


Alderman Ottenad - aye


Alderman Clement - aye


Alderman Stevens - aye


Alderman Hamill - aye

Mayor Willson announced the vote passed by a vote 6 to 0.

10.
INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS
a.
RESOLUTION APPROVING AGREEMENT FOR THE
RIGHT-OF-WAY TREE TRIMMING PROJECT
Alderman Schrader read Proposed Resolution # 13-0463, entitled:  “A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE BID OF GAMMA’S SHIELD SHADE TREE, INC. IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED FIFTEEN THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED EIGHTY-FIVE DOLLARS ($15,385.00) FOR TREE PRUNING SERVICES IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE CITY OF MANCHESTER”, by title only. 

Alderman Schrader made the motion for approval of Resolution #13-0463.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement and carried unanimously, without objection.
b.
RESOLUTION FOR STOECKER PARK PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 

Alderman Stevens read Proposed Resolution # 13-0464, entitled:  “A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE BID PROPOSAL OF PLAYPOWER LT FARMINGTON, INC. IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED EIGHTY-ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($81,500.00) FOR THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT FOR MARGARET STOECKER PARK”, by title only. 
Director of Parks and Recreation Eileen Collins stated it was designed by committee people.  The City is mandated by law to have 50% of the playground equipment to be ADA design.  The installation will hopefully be concluded by the end of the year.  There was a cost reduction because of a procurement program.  Director Collins showed the members of the Board of Aldermen and the audience the drawings of the playground equipment.
Alderman Clement asked if this is replacement equipment.

Director Collins stated this is all new equipment; this is in addition to the toddler’s equipment that is already there.  

Alderman Stevens made the motion for approval of Resolution #13-0464.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Hamill and carried unanimously, without objection.


c.
BILL AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING

   


UNLAWFULLY DEPOSITING TRASH 
Alderman Hamill asked what differences this Bill is proposing.

City Attorney Patrick Gunn stated the Chief had brought this to him because apparently there are increasing incidents where people are depositing their trash in commercial dumpsters.  He said currently there is no prohibition against it.  He said this Bill cleans up the language and makes it clear that the trash is not to be deposited in commercial dumpsters. Attorney Gunn added that Code Section 245.130 actually encourages using dumpsters by stating there is to be no dumping on private property, but if there is a dumpster you can use the dumpster.  This Bill prohibits dumping trash on private or public property.

Alderman Hamill introduced Bill # 13-2178, entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 245.130 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MANCHESTER”, by title only.
Alderman Clement asked how the Police department will enforce this.

Captain Hunn said a lot of businesses have cameras and if it is noted that someone is depositing couches, etc. in dumpsters, the plates can be run through Department of Revenue.  He added that it is easy to identify someone driving through town at night with truckloads of stuff. 
No further action at this time.

11.
MISCELLANEOUS
a. Comments from the Public

Mr. Jerome Meyer, 620 Applecross Court, discussed the Bill which had been previously 
introduced in regard to animals.  He discussed 205.030 regarding waste running off property; he commented about 205.060 (3), about the control of the dog.  Mr. Meyer then questioned in Section 205.090 why it is being changed from one acre to two acres.  In Section 205.130 of the Code of Ordinances, he questioned Section 205.130 (2) and then said that Section 205.130 (3) negates what is stated in 205.130 (2).  Mr. Meyer said he thinks Section 205.130 (6) needs to be tightened up.  In regard to Section 205.180 (3), he wants to know if the City will provide the orange collars, and if not, how the orange collars can be uniform so everyone will know it is a vicious dog.  He also asked if people will know not to put an orange collar on their dog, because if they do, it will be determined by the public to be vicious.   
Attorney Patrick Gunn stated this Ordinance is to establish criteria.  He will take another look at the Bill. 
13.
ADJOURNMENT
At 7:58 p.m., there being no further business, Alderman Clement made the motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Schrader and carried unanimously, without objection.  The meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth E. Baker, CMC/MRCC

City Clerk
Note:  This is a journal of the Board of Aldermen meeting held October 21, 2013 (summary); not a verbatim transcript.  If a recording of the meeting is desired, please contact City Hall.
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