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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING

OF MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2013
AT 200 HIGHLANDS BOULEVARD DRIVE

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor David L. Willson called the Regular Board of Aldermen meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. ROLL CALL AND STATEMENT OF QUORUM

Roll call showed those present were:  Alderman Clement, Alderman Stevens, Alderman Hamill, Alderman Ottenad, Alderman Schrader, Alderman Diehl and Mayor Willson.  Attorney Gunn was excused.    A quorum was present.
3.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
a. Minutes of the Monday, November 4, 2013 Regular Board of Aldermen meeting

Alderman Hamill made the motion to approve the Minutes of the November 4, 2013 Regular Board of Aldermen meeting.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Schrader and carried unanimously, without objection. 
4.
ESTABLISHMENT OF ORDER OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Alderman Clement made the motion to approve the Order of Items on the Agenda, as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Schrader and carried unanimously, without objection. 
5.
CONSIDERATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
a. Request by McBride and Son Homes for a partial release of escrow for the Arbors at Hanna Subdivision

Director of Planning, Zoning, and Economic Development Franz Kraintz came to the podium on behalf of McBride and Son Homes.


Alderman Hamill asked Director Kraintz about the City staff’s position.   


Director Kraintz stated he was going to wait until he knows the results of the Board’s decision tonight and then make explanations of the rationale behind the decision, pointing out areas that still need to be worked on and improved.


Alderman Hamill made the motion to approve a partial release for the Arbors at Hanna Subdivision to McBride and Son Homes.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement and carried unanimously, without objection.
b. Comments from the Public

There were none.

6.
REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR
a. Recommendation of appointment of Fred Mayer as a full-time member of the Board of Adjustment

Mayor Willson said that due to the retirement of Al Forsman, he was recommending the appointment of Fred Mayer, a long time alternate member of the Board of Adjustment, to be a full-time member.

Alderman Clement made the motion for Fred Mayer’s status to be changed from an alternate to a full-time Board of Adjustment member.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Hamill and carried unanimously, without objection.

b. Recommendation of appointment of Richard Baumann as an alternate member of the Board of Adjustment

Mayor Willson stated that there is an opening for an alternate member of the Board of Adjustment, and Richard Baumann comes with a recommendation from Al Nissenbaum who is currently on the Board of Adjustment.
Alderman Clement made the motion for Richard Baumann to be an alternate member of the Board of Adjustment.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Schrader and carried unanimously, without objection.

c. Mayoral Report

Mayor Willson informed the elected officials, staff, and public of the visitation and funeral 

of Patrick Fox, 14-year-old son of Dave and Patty Fox.  Dave is the City’s Code Enforcement Officer.

On November 7, Mayor Willson took a tour of Ameren Substations.  Later that evening he attended the Mothers Against Drunk Driving “M.A.D.D.” dinner along with Chief Walsh and City Administrator Hixson.  Officer Roybal and Sergeant Smith were recognized for arresting “Drivers under the Influence”, and Officer Ebert was recognized for volunteer work.

Mayor Willson reported on November 8 he attended the Lafayette Areas Mayors Meeting that was hosted by Manchester.  The guest speaker was a lady from Cancer Awareness.  Later that day, along with City Administrator Hixson, he attended the West County Chamber of Commerce luncheon.
Along with City Administrator Hixson and Director of Public Works Ruck, Mayor Willson attended Metropolitan Sewer District’s “Project Clear” on November 13.
Mayor Willson attended a meeting with Parkway Administrators for area Mayors.  He also attended the Government Affairs and Transportation Committee meeting in Wildwood on November 15.
7.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR
a. Presentation of 2014 budget

Director of Finance Dave Tuberty presented a summary of the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2014. The projected revenues for all funds combined are $18.7 million.  The projected expenditures are $17.9 million, leaving excess revenue over expenditures of $851,000. 
Director Tuberty stated the General Fund is projected at $9.2 million and expenditures are at $8.8 million, with revenues over expenditures in the amount of $367,000.  The General Fund expenditures total $8.8 million, a decrease of $172,000 from the 2013 budget.  

Director Tuberty stated the Debt Service Fund revenues are expected at $652,000, and expenditures are $562,800. The Capital Project revenues are expected at $1,415,000; and expenditures $1,225,000.  Some of the highlights are $119,600 for police vehicles, $297,500 for Public Works equipment, and $745,000 for street and sidewalk improvements.

Director Tuberty explained that Parks and Stormwater Project Fund revenues are expected at $1,460,000, with expenditures of $1,401,000.  The highlights are $1,050,000 for storm water projects and $351,000 for park and aquatic projects. The Homecoming Fund has projected revenues at $28,000 and expenditures of $39,000.  The Sanitary Sewer Repair Fund revenue is estimated at $180,000 and expenditures are estimated at $287,500.

Director Tuberty stated the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Fund revenues are estimated at $5.8 million and expenditures at $5.6 million (principal and interest on bonds).  The Manchester Arts expenditures are estimated at $14,250; this will require a transfer from the General Fund of $12,000.

Director Tuberty said total revenues are at $ 18,738,800; with total expenditures at $17,887,769, with revenues over expenditures at $851,031, leaving the City with a total fund balance in 2014 of $15,871,720; and of that total fund $13,672,605 is restricted; $1,760,238 is committed, with the City having a total unrestricted fund balance of $437,878.00.
Mayor Willson complimented the members of the Board of Aldermen.  He said there were five sessions with meaningful discussions to balance the budget.  
b. Urban Deer Population

City Administrator Hixson stated he, along with Alderman Clement and Director of Public Works Ruck, had a meeting with Erin Shank from the Missouri Department of Conservation about the Urban Deer population.

Alderman Clement discussed the meeting and stated there is an increase of deer and that is why the discussions are getting more serious with the Department of Conservation.  He said in the new updated Animal Regulations Ordinance, bow hunting is accommodated with certain large parcels.    
Alderman Clement stated there is going to be a deer population survey conducted by the City of Town and Country and the City of Sunset Hills in January.  The survey is called “Distance Sampling Counts”.  The professionals, during the night, travel a designated route over and over again, and then they take a count.  He said Ms. Shank’s suggestion to the City is if Manchester is interested in taking a deer population to contact “White Buffalo”, an organization that does the counting, to see what the cost would be, but she did not think it would be very pricey.  He suggested having Director of Public Works Ruck or Administrator Hixson check what the cost would be. 
There was a discussion about St. Louis County and their need to help with the deer population.

Alderman Ottenad said she would be interested in knowing how many places in the City would be surveyed and over what period of time.

Alderman Stevens said this would establish a baseline for needing action.
c. List of Paid Bills (Warrant dates of November 1 – November 15, 2013)

There were no questions.
8.
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
a. Planning and Zoning Commission

Alderman Clement advised that the Planning and Zoning Commission did meet.  They considered two proposed special use permits, a day spa and wine shop.  They were both approved unanimously and will be brought to the Board of Aldermen at the December 2 meeting.  He said the other business discussed was in regard to a text amendment regarding signs.
b. Historic Review Commission

Alderman Diehl stated that the Commission met this evening and discussed the St. Louis 250 Program and the lack of response on the Request for Proposal (RFP) Process.  He said they reviewed the Historic Review Commission’s current focus, looking into education.

Alderman Diehl stated they discussed a joint meeting with the Arts Council on December 10 at City Hall to plan events in the future, to possibly do something jointly with Homecoming. The next Historic Review Commission meeting is January 20, 2014.

c. Manchester Arts Council

Alderman Stevens advised that the Board continues to meet, schedule summer events, new options, and new partnerships in the Community.  She said the Arts Council meets tomorrow at 7:00 p.m.

9.
ACTION ON OLD BILLS
a.
BILL # 13-2179 – AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE UTILITY GROSS RECEIPTS TAX

Alderman Clement read for the second time Bill # 13-2179, entitled: “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE UTILITY GROSS RECEIPTS TAX IN THE CITY OF MANCHESTER, MISSOURI”, by title only.

Alderman Diehl stated that as many know, he was very opposed to this because he personally is opposed to any tax increases whether federal, state or local taxes.  He thinks most people are opposed to tax increases, but the economy is very soft, as most do not want to believe. The gross receipts utility tax was a five percent (5%) tax and a few years ago, it was lowered to four percent (4%), with the members of the Board of Aldermen thinking things were going to turn around, but that has not really happened.  The City has a budget and everything about the economy is still soft, so he decided, mainly because he wants to have a unified Board, he will vote for this Bill, even though it is against his beliefs.  This is a very significant tax, and it is important for the Board and Administration to be unified because it will reflect on the budget.


Alderman Clement made the motion that Bill # 13-2179 become Ordinance # 13-2062.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Ottenad.


A poll of the Board showed:



Alderman Stevens - aye


Alderman Hamill – aye



Alderman Diehl - aye


Alderman Schrader - aye


Alderman Ottenad - aye


Alderman Clement - aye

The Mayor announced the Bill passed with a vote of 6 to 0.
10.
INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS

a.
BILL APPROVING THE 2014 BUDGET 

Alderman Ottenad introduced Bill # 13-2180, entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AND APPROVING THE BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF MANCHESTER FOR THE YEAR JANUARY 1, 2014 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2014, AND APPROPRIATING SUCH SUMS AS SET FORTH HEREIN FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS AND ACCOUNTS THEREIN SPECIFIED,” by title only.

No further action at this time.

11.
MISCELLANEOUS
a. Comments from the Public

There were none.

13.
ADJOURNMENT
At 7:43 p.m., there being no further business, Alderman Clement made the motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Schrader and carried unanimously, without objection.  The meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth E. Baker, CMC/MRCC

City Clerk
Note:  This is a journal of the Board of Aldermen meeting held November 18, 2013 (summary); not a verbatim transcript.  If a recording of the meeting is desired, please contact City Hall.
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