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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING OF

MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 2013
AT 200 HIGHLANDS BOULEVARD DRIVE

REGARDING THE 2013 PROPERTY TAX LEVY

Mayor David L. Willson called the Public Hearing of the Board of Aldermen to order at 7:00 p.m.


Roll call showed those present were Alderman Clement, Alderman Stevens, Alderman Hamill, Alderman Ottenad, Alderman Schrader, Alderman Diehl, Mayor Willson and Attorney Gunn.  A quorum was present.


The following notice of the public hearing was then read:

“The Board of Aldermen of the City of Manchester will hold a public 

hearing at  7:00  p.m. on August 19,  2013  at the Manchester Police 

Headquarters, 200 Highlands Boulevard Drive, at which time citizens  

may comment on  the  proposed  2013  Property  Tax Levy for the City’s 

General Operating Fund and Debt Service Fund.”

Mayor Willson advised that first the proponents would speak, then the opponents, and then comments from the public, followed by questions from the members of the Board of Aldermen or the City staff.


Speaking as a proponent, Director of Finance Dave Tuberty stated that the City needs to approve the tax rates annually, and this information is forwarded to St. Louis County to be included on the tax bills.  He gave an overview of the 2013 property tax rates, and said these rates are the same as last year, although assessment has declined.  He explained the funds and the proposed rates, and advised that these taxes would generate approximately $154,000.00 to be used in the General Fund.  Real estate rates will be levied at the rate of 4.5%, and personal property at the rate of 5% of $100 of assessed valuation.  The debt service rate for all classes of property would be 19.3% of assessed valuation, and those funds are used only for payment of the General Obligation Bonds.

Director Tuberty discussed General Obligation Bonds which were originally issued for the purpose of building the Police Facility.  Early in 2012, the bonds were refunded, and new bonds were issued. The State Auditor places a limit on the amount of funds the City can hold for debt service, which is the requirement for the two following years.  The City will require about $1,173,000 for 2014 and 2015.  The anticipated fund balance will be at $180,000 at the end of 2013 prior to receipt of 2013 taxes, so the most the City can collect is $993,000.  The tax rate that will 
allow the City to collect that amount is 29.4%.  Director Tuberty explained that the reduced rate of 19.3 cents will meet all the requirements over the next few years, until the bonds are retired, and will raise $652,636 in 2013.  

Director Tuberty advised that the tax rate for debt service is re-evaluated every year. If the City stays with the 19.3%, the rate will probably stay at that level until the bonds are paid off.  As rates return to normal, they can be believed to be fairly stable, and the last payment will take place in 2018; the current balance is $2,690,000.  He said he will notify St. Louis County of the 2013 tax rates after the Ordinance establishing the tax levy is passed at the next meeting.

Alderman Hamill questioned the two rates being discussed, and Alderman Clement echoed a concern.


Director Tuberty stated that the 29.4% mentioned would be the most the City would be allowed to collect in the current year for debt service, and then the next year it would be a lower rate. He suggested that the City stay at the 19.3% rate which will pay off the debt in 2018 as opposed to 2023 as originally scheduled.

Alderman Ottenad questioned if the total tax rate will be 23.8%, and Director Tuberty answered that it would be.


There were no opponents and no comments from the public.  

Mayor Willson closed the public hearing at 7:09 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth E. Baker, CMC/MRCC

City Clerk

Note:  This is a journal of the Public Hearing held August 19, 2013 regarding the 2013 Property Tax Levy, (summary); not a verbatim transcript.  If a recording of the public hearing is desired, please contact City Hall.

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING
OF MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 2013
AT 200 HIGHLANDS BOULEVARD DRIVE
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor David L. Willson called the Regular Board of Aldermen meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.
2. ROLL CALL AND STATEMENT OF QUORUM

Roll call showed those present were Alderman Clement, Alderman Stevens, Alderman Hamill, Alderman Ottenad, Alderman Schrader, Alderman Diehl, Mayor Willson and Attorney Gunn.  A quorum was present.
3.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

a. Minutes of the August 5, 2013 Regular Board of Aldermen meeting

Alderman Hamill made a motion to approve the Minutes of the August 5, 2013 Regular Board of Aldermen meeting.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement and carried unanimously, without objection.

4.
ESTABLISHMENT OF ORDER OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA


Mayor Willson announced there would be an introduction of three Boy Scouts under comments from the public. 

Alderman Hamill made the motion to approve the Order of Items on the Agenda, as amended.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement and carried unanimously, without objection.

5.
CONSIDERATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
a. Introduction of Boy Scouts

Mayor Willson introduced Boy Scouts Jacob Mertz, Benjamin Fugate, and Shane Blair from Troop 750 which is sponsored by Wren Hollow School.    All  three  of  these scouts are working on the Communications Merit Badge.
b. Comments from the Public

Mr. Dan O’Brien,  512 Glan Tai Drive, asked that the City take over the grass cutting for the 

Missouri Department of Transportation, possibly hiring a couple college students to assist in mowing.


Mr. O’Brien said he wanted to talk about the future.  He complimented the Police Facility.  He said he would like to see the Lyceum building turned into a Historical/Art’s Building.  The building can’t handle what it is being asked to handle, the infrastructure and other things, and now is the time to make changes.  He suggested a lease/purchase agreement for the empty carpet building because he believes it would be perfect for City offices.  

6.
REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR
a. Mayoral Report

Mayor Willson reported that August 6 was National Night Out, and the police and Aldermen attended numerous events in different subdivisions and also at the Police Facility.
Alderman Ottenad and Mayor Willson recently attended a meeting of the “Cancer Support Community – St. Louis” as guests.  He said they are now at Manchester and Highway 270, previously in Creve Coeur.  It is a support network that has special programs, nutrition classes, stress resolution, and support for cancer patients, cancer family members, and caregivers.  Alderman Ottenad added that this support community is free of charge; people just need to know about it.
Mayor stated that he attended a meeting of the Resolutions Committee with the Missouri Municipal League.
On August 14, Mayor Willson attended the Homecoming Committee meeting and a senior staff meeting. 
Mayor Willson reported on August 16, he along with City Administrator Hixson, Director Tuberty and Director Kraintz hosted the GATC (Government Affairs and Transportation Committee) meeting (run through West County Chamber of Commerce) at the Police Facility.
Mayor Willson reminded everyone about Homecoming.
7.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR
a. List of Paid Bills (Warrant dates of August 8 – August 15, 2013)

There were no questions.

b. East-West Gateway Transportation Improvement Program – Henry Avenue

City Administrator Hixson stated the City received the East/West Gateway Transportation Improvement program grant for Henry Avenue. 
Alderman Ottenad questioned what the cost will be. 
Director Bob Ruck responded that it would be $712,500 total funds; the City’s portion is $142,500.  The major portion of the expenditure will be in 2016.

8.
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
a. Planning and Zoning Commission

Alderman Clement advised that the Planning and Zoning Commission has not met for about two months, but there is an agenda item for next week, so there will be a meeting.

b. Historic Review Commission

Alderman Diehl stated that the Commission did meet earlier this evening, and they discussed the Homecoming event.  At Homecoming, the Commission members will be selling the Veterans Memorial Pavers and the Historical Books.  He said the next meeting will be September 16 at 5:30 p.m.

c. Homecoming Committee

Director of Parks and Recreation Eileen Collins stated that they had a recap about the entertainment. There was also a vendor update, and currently there are 25 booths rented.  She stated that Paula Hartman from the Homecoming Parade Committee was there talking about the cars, and she suggested that Suntrup receive primary billing, because they furnish many cars and have done so for a number of years.  
d. Manchester Arts Council

Alderman Stevens said Manchester Arts is on the move with new and exciting plans.  There is an opportunity to receive some free or inexpensive public art that will be displayed in Manchester.  They have been looking at the budget for both 2013 and 2014.  Manchester Arts will be working with the Homecoming Committee in regard to some of the upcoming events.  Sunday afternoon there will be a variety of entertainment.  There are plans to again have a photo show and they are trying to explore ways to bring different kinds of art to the community.  

9.
ACTION ON OLD BILLS
a. BILL #13-2172 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES IN REGARD TO THE MISUSE OF 9-1-1 

Alderman  Hamill  read  for  the  second  time  Bill # 13-2172, entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING  THE  CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MANCHESTER BY ADDING THERETO A NEW SECTION 210.730 RELATING TO THE MISUSE OF 911”, by title only.
Alderman Hamill made the motion that Bill # 13-2172 become Ordinance # 13-2055.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement.


A poll of the Board showed:



Alderman Hamill - aye


Alderman Diehl - aye


Alderman Schrader - aye


Alderman Ottenad - aye


Alderman Clement - aye


Alderman Stevens - aye

Mayor Willson announced the motion passed by a vote of 6 to 0, with no objections.

10.
INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS
a.
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID FOR DUMP TRUCK FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

Alderman Schrader read Proposed Resolution # 13-0455, entitled:  “A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR OF THE CITY OF MANCHESTER TO EXPEND A SUM NOT TO EXCEED ONE HUNDRED NINE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS ($109,525.00) FOR THE PURCHASE OF ONE MEDIUM DUTY DUMP TRUCK EQUIPPED WITH SNOW PLOW AND SALT SPREADER FOR USE BY THE MANCHESTER PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT”, by title only.

Alderman Schrader made the motion for approval of Resolution #13-0455.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement and carried unanimously, without objection.
b. BILL ESTABLISHING 2013 TAX LEVY 


  


Alderman Stevens introduced Bill # 13-2173, entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AND LEVYING THE RATE OF TAXATION UPON ALL REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF MANCHESTER FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2013”, by title only.
No further action at this time.

11.
MISCELLANEOUS
a. Comments from the Public

There were none. 

12.
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS

a.
Closed Session:  Pursuant to Section 610.021 (1) of the Revised Statutes of the State of Missouri pertaining to legal actions, causes of action or litigation involving a public governmental body and any confidential or privileged communication between a public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys.


Alderman Hamill made the motion to go into Closed Session:  Pursuant to Section 610.021 (1) of the Revised Statutes of the State of Missouri pertaining to legal actions, causes of action or litigation involving a public governmental body and any confidential or privileged communication between a public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement.

A poll of the Board showed:


Alderman  Diehl - aye


Alderman  Schrader - aye


Alderman Ottenad - aye


Alderman Clement - aye


Alderman Stevens - aye


Alderman  Hamill - aye

Mayor Willson announced the motion passed with a vote of 6 to 0, with no objections.

b. Closed Session:  Pursuant to Section 610.021 (3) of the Revised Statutes of the State

of Missouri pertaining to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting of particular employees by a public governmental body when personal information about the employee is discussed or recorded.


Alderman Hamill made the motion to go into Closed Session:  Pursuant to Section 610.021 (3) of the Revised Statutes of the State of Missouri pertaining to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting of particular employees by a public governmental body when personal information about the employee is discussed or recorded.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement.

A poll of the Board showed: 


Alderman  Schrader - aye


Alderman  Ottenad - aye


Alderman  Clement - aye


Alderman  Stevens - aye


Alderman Hamill - aye


Alderman Diehl - aye

Mayor Willson announced the motion passed with a vote of 6 to 0, with no objections.
13.
ADJOURNMENT

At 8:40 p.m., after the Executive Sessions, there being no further business, Alderman Clement made the motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Schrader and carried unanimously, without objection.  The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth E. Baker, CMC/MRCC

City Clerk

Note:  This is a journal of the Board of Aldermen meeting held August 19, 2013 (summary); not a verbatim transcript.  If a recording of the meeting is desired, please contact City Hall.
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