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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING

OF TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2013
AT 200 HIGHLANDS BOULEVARD DRIVE

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor David L. Willson called the Regular Board of Aldermen meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. ROLL CALL AND STATEMENT OF QUORUM

Roll call showed those present were:  Alderman Clement, Alderman Stevens, Alderman Hamill, Alderman Ottenad, Alderman Schrader, Alderman Diehl, Mayor Willson and Attorney Gunn. A quorum was present.
3.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
a. Minutes of the August 19, 2013 Public Hearing in regard to the 2013 Property Tax Levy
Alderman Hamill made the motion to approve the Minutes of the August 19, 2013 Public 

Hearing in regard to the 2013 Property Tax Levy.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Schrader and carried unanimously, without objection.
b. Minutes of the August 19, 2013 Regular Board of Aldermen meeting

Alderman Hamill made the motion to approve the Minutes of the August 19, 2013 Regular 

Board of Aldermen meeting.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement and carried unanimously, without objection.
4.
ESTABLISHMENT OF ORDER OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Alderman Hamill made the motion to approve the Order of Items on the Agenda as written.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Ottenad and carried unanimously, without objection.

5.
CONSIDERATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
a. Request for 100% release of water escrow for The Arbors at Hanna
Director  of  Planning,  Zoning,  and  Economic  Development  Franz  Kraintz  stated  that
McBride and Sons requested that the City release the water main for public maintenance and the City and developer would be removed from responsibility.  He added that this is a standard request and staff is comfortable with the release of the remaining funds in the amount of $26,000.
City  Attorney  Gunn  verified  that  there  is  a  balance of  $155,789 in the escrow account,
which is 57% of the funds originally in escrow.   Director Kraintz stated that those are cash funds, not a letter of credit.
Alderman  Hamill  made  the motion to approve the release of the water escrow. The motion
was seconded by Alderman Schrader and carried unanimously, without objection.
b. Urban Deer Summit Report 

Alderman Clement stated that Director Ruck and he went to a meeting in Jefferson City in 
regard to the urban deer population.  He said what he thought was the most relevant was the fact that communities and large cities throughout the State are dealing with the deer population, doing maintenance and management of the deer herds.  There are communities that are dealing with the deer population and not encountering resistance; they are doing it at the behest of the population.  
Alderman Clement stated that one of the statistics that gives a community an indicator of the growth or decline of the deer population involves the deer and vehicle encounters. Alderman Clement said that accidents should be recorded, and that information tells the community if the deer herd is growing or not.  Alderman Clement added that, if unchecked, a healthy deer herd will double in size every three or four years.   He stated that City representatives have talked with the Missouri Department of Conservation, and our situation is a little different than some of the neighboring communities, but he thinks a representative from the Department of Conservation  should come back in and give recommendations based on data the City has accumulated.

Alderman Clement advised that representatives from St. Louis County were there, and those who were there are very aware of the fact that St. Louis County will not allow management of the herds in county parks and that is impacting the growth of herds in surrounding areas.  The problem is this understanding has not gotten into the St. Louis County Council and to the Chief Executive.
Director of Public Works Bob Ruck stated that St. Louis County realizes they are part of the 
problem by not managing their herds.  Director Ruck commented that Queeny Park and the Museum of Transportation are two key area locations that are contributing to the deer population in the area.  
Director Ruck advised that the Public Works Department has had 14 deer and auto accidents this year; the City has disposed of nine deer and others were taken care of by St. Louis County and the Missouri Department of Transportation.  Chief Walsh has provided an accounting of the Police Department tracking deer in backyards and through glass doors and windows; so far there are 21 incidents responded to by the Police Department.  Director Ruck stated there were 41 incidents last year for the two departments.  He advised that the Department of Conservation is stressing the importance of being proactive and to be prepared to take some action.  Director Ruck rated this event as a good summit.  He reported that all portions of the State were presented; everybody in West County was there except Ballwin.  
Alderman Ottenad asked how most cities are handling this problem and whether it is being 

controlled by archery or rifle.
Director  Ruck  answered  that  a  combination  of  both  archery  and rifle is being used.  He 

added that the City Ordinances do permit hunting by discharge of bow and arrow on properties of one acre or greater, so there is an instrument in place to allow calming of some of the herds.
Alderman Clement said that it has been a year or more since the Department of Conservation met with the City of Manchester Board of Aldermen.  He suggested that it may be time to have Erin Shank come back now that some data has been collected.  She would be able to tell us if Manchester has a problem or not, and how we can respond in a way that is manageable and respectful.   

Alderman Ottenad asked if someone is trying to get this information to the County Council.  
Alderman  Hamill  suggested  waiting to see if Erin Shank has any results from the St. Louis 

County Council first.  If they don’t do anything, having her come back probably won’t do a lot of good.
Alderman Clement stated that it would be important for a facilitator from the Department of 

Conservation to meet with the St. Louis County Council and Charlie Dooley’s office.  It would be important to begin to take those steps, but it will probably take a long time to meet the resistance.
Director Ruck advised that there has been resistance in the St. Louis County Parks System.   They became scared and backed off when the City of Town & Country was in the line of fire, so they didn’t pursue it.  Now the St. Louis County Parks System individuals realize that it was only a small group of residents resisting action, and they realize they were part of the problem.  They are now proceeding with the County Council regarding managed hunts.
Alderman  Clement  warned  that  deer  presence  opens  the  possibility  of  the  tick-borne
diseases they carry.  As the deer herd becomes too large those incidents are higher.
Director Ruck commented that as deer become acclimated to climate, they actually become 
a threat to the people.  He stated that the deer are no longer afraid and they may challenge residents. He advised that a member of the Department of Conservation had deer rear up to him instead of roaming off.  As the deer population increases, the deer find foods of comfort, such as Hostas and browse lines eating leaves off trees.

Alderman Stevens agreed that Manchester does have an issue.  She stated that in her own 

back yard, she can walk up to 50 feet from them, and the deer do not move.   She said it appears Manchester has flexibility of acting on calming some of the herd in our community, but that may be a band aid for a larger issue.  She asked if the City of Manchester is going to wait until St. Louis County starts to do something, or if the City of Manchester should start something to put pressure on St. Louis County.
Alderman  Clement  suggested  calling  Erin  Shank  from  the  Department  of Conservation 
back in and show her the data the City of Manchester has accumulated.  He said she will interpret the data, and she knows what is going on in the City of Town & Country, and what is or is not going on in St. Louis County.  Alderman Clement said that since she knows all the communities around, Erin Shank can make recommendations.  He said the Department of Conservation is at the forefront in helping communities come up with a plan.  

Alderman Stevens questioned cost factors, and asked how long and how much needs to be 

done to start seeing the affect on herd size.
Alderman Clement responded by saying that the City of Town & Country has spent a lot of 
money.  Other communities, many more rural, have taken steps on their own.  He said some communities found their own marksmen and people in community who have had hunting classes, and they can take care of the situation at much less cost.  

Director  Ruck  talked  about  City  regulations  regarding ground size, hunter safety courses,  
and laying the groundwork.  He said a family member, if they meet the criteria the City has set forth, can hunt on appropriate size property allowed for hunting.

Alderman  Hamill  said some cities have larger tracts of land than what Manchester has.  He 

added that the City of Town & Country has spent lots of money, but the problem has not gone away.  He said he believes that until St. Louis County does something, taking action now would be an unnecessary expenditure of money.
Alderman  Clement  advised  that  the  deer  population  in  the City of Town & Country has 
decreased from 65 deer per square mile to 35 deer per square mile now, but he is not sure if it is down to a manageable level.  He said the City of Town & Country spent several hundred thousand dollars, which included bringing in the absolute best sharpshooters.  He added that Town & Country has gone through a series of steps, some of which were failures, attempting to do things humanely.

Alderman Hamill stated that the only way to do it is to kill them.

Director  Ruck  advised  that  the  sharpshooters  bait  a  location and they do one-shot kills, 
which are very effective, and the food goes to “Share the Harvest Food Pantries”.  He said the City of Town & Country has been doing this from back in the 1990’s.
Alderman Clement stated that experience in the City of Town & Country has impacted other

communities, but a community finally reaches a point where it finds something has to be done.  He also discussed the chronic wasting disease, which is killing out thousands of deer in herds, and tick borne diseases.  He said there are lots of reasons to try to control the deer herd.

Director Ruck mentioned that there is no natural predator in the metropolitan area.

Mayor Willson questioned instances when deer lovers throw pots and pans, shoot fireworks, 
and blow horns to run deer away from the hunters.

Director  Ruck  stated  that  if  there  is  a  contract  signed  between the homeowner and the 

hunter, the City is not involved, and the City has no reason to disclose a location.  He added that there have been issues where property owners had hunters on their property and residents harassed the property owners and the children in school.  If City is not involved, there is no reason for disclosure, and if residents do not know, they can’t do the pot banging and fireworks shooting.  He added that residents are not supposed to interfere with someone who is permissibly hunting, and the harasser may become a nuisance and can be subject to arrest more than the hunter.

Chief Timothy Walsh advised that there is a State Statute involving situations where hunters 
have tried to hunt and were harassed by residents who objected.  He said it is against the law to harass a hunter by such means as making lots of noise to make sure the hunter is not successful.
Alderman Stevens stated that Alderman Clement alluded to the concern about the negative impact in regard to killing deer.  She said there may be some publicity issues and people blocking sidewalks, but there is the silent majority with more people concerned about the growing population than those concerned about saving the deer.

Director Ruck stated that if deer hunting has some success, there will still be some deer seen, but not in excess; there may still be a couple deer in yards, but not a herd.
c. The 250th birthday of St. Louis 

Mr. Gary Hoeferkamp, a resident of Manchester at 14 Treehill Court, discussed STL250, an   organization formed several years ago as a central group to formulize a birthday party for the founding of St. Louis in 1764 at the general area of Laclede’s Landing.  
Mr. Hoeferkamp said there are many area leaders on the Board.  The plan is to provide a lasting benefit and pride in the St. Louis Region by this celebration.  Mr. Hoeferkamp reviewed significant historical events including information that in 1914, St. Louis celebrated its 150th birthday and the founding of the Muny Opera in Forest Park; in 1964, the 200th birthday was celebrated with unveiling of the St. Louis City Flag, and with speeches and events. The 200th birthday was symbolized by the Gateway Arch in 1965.  Mr. Hoeferkamp stated that history is repeating itself as the arch grounds transformation is underway and is to be completed in 2015.  Hundreds of volunteers have put the framework in place to reflect on past history, stories, seminars, tours, festivals, service projects and to converse about the future.  
Mr. Hoeferkamp extended an invitation for individuals to visit the website: STL250.org. which has an event calendar, the history of St. Louis and other information.  He advised that the Bach Society, the University of Missouri-St. Louis, the St. Louis Library system, and other notable St. Louis organizations have registered events.  Several hundred events are expected to be on the calendar.  Mr. Hoeferkamp spoke about the first signature event New Year’s Eve “First Night” at Grand Center, the anniversary weekend of Feb. 14-16, the “Burning Love” event on February 14 at Art Hill with 250 couples getting married or engaged, the February 15 re-enactment of the founding at Laclede’s Landing, and the July 4-6 “Fair in Forest Park”.   Mr. Hoeferkamp said the original names of streets will be noted on downtown streets.  Mr. Hoeferkamp stated that on February 15, there would be an announcement of the 250 locations to receive ornamental birthday cakes, and the Manchester Arts Council has already requested a cake.  
Mr. Hoeferkamp said that locations in all 15 counties in the region are invited to develop a new event and register to become an official partner.  He stated there is a goal of 250,000 volunteers and one million volunteer hours.  Mr. Hoeferkamp shared the E-mail address of info@stl250.org.  

Alderman Ottenad questioned how areas are considered for birthday cakes.  She asked if the City should send in something as a Board requesting that Manchester be considered.  

Mr. Hoeferkamp responded that his guess is that they will start looking at key points of interest for location of cakes.  He said he believes they will start by looking at what areas are to be highlighted by St. Louis, such as the Arch, Transportation Museum, History Museum, Art Museum, and Ted Drewes.  He said the locations should be spread out, not only areas in St. Louis City.
Discussion followed concerning the display of the cakes, and thoughts were shared about possibilities for promoting Manchester for STL250 events.   
d. Comments from the Public
Mr. Bill Franklin, 909 Kammerly Terrace, said he has lived for 40 years in Chadwick subdivision, and by far they now have the biggest transient deer situation in their back yard, and it is harder to get the deer to leave the yard.  He stated that he sees more foliage damage than ever before.    
6.
REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR
a. Mayoral Report

Mayor Willson reported that he attended the Arts Council meeting on August 21, the Planning and Zoning meeting on August 26, the Homecoming meeting on August 28, and the staff meeting on August 29. 
7.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR
a. List of Paid Bills (Warrant dates of August 16 – August 30, 2013)  

There were no questions.

b.
Real estate and assessed valuation

City Administrator Andy Hixson explained the tax rates.  He explained that there are two parts to the tax rate.  The first part is the general rate which is determined by the members of the Board of Aldermen which is 4.5% per $100 assessed valuation, and that rate has not changed.  The other rate, the debt service rate, is not controlled by the members of the Board of Aldermen, and their hands are somewhat tied by the State of Missouri.  Last year, the state auditors determined that the rate should be 7.4% per $100 assessed valuation, and this year the maximum rate that can be charged is 29.4% per $100 of assessed valuation; however, the City staff recommends a rate of 19.3% per $100 of assessed valuation until the bonds are totally paid, thus keeping the property tax rates the same for the next few years.  
8.
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
a. Planning and Zoning Commission

Alderman Clement reported that the Planning and Zoning Commission did meet on August 26.  They considered a site plan approval for 1530 Carman Road for a nice, new home.  He said the Commissioners approved the request by a vote of 5 - 0. 

Alderman Clement advised that the Commissioners also discussed the Comprehensive Plan, and Director of Planning, Zoning, and Economic Development Franz Kraintz informed them that there is no impetus to revisit the Comprehensive Plan at this time, and also, the Board of Aldermen has not indicated any interest.  
Alderman Clement reported that there was also a discussion about the topic of non- residential signs in the residential district. 
A new topic of regulating solar panels was discussed.  Alderman Clement said he thinks the City will take a look at that over the next month or two.
b. Historic Review Commission

Alderman  Diehl  stated that they have not met recently, but the next meeting will be held on September 16 at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall.

c. Homecoming Committee

Alderman Ottenad stated that the Homecoming Committee met on August 28.  She advised that Alderman Schrader is hoping there will be 75 to 100 cars in the car show.  Alderman Clement had reported that there are 32 booths.  

Alderman Ottenad invited everyone to come to Homecoming Friday evening between 7:00 and 10:00 p.m. to have their picture taken in the Trotter Photography tent.  

Alderman  Ottenad  discussed  the  Homecoming  Parade which begins at Parkway South on Saturday  morning  at  9:00 a.m.  She  also mentioned the  Community Band Concert  which will be at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday  evening.   Alderman  Ottenad  also  mentioned the various musical groups that will be performing on Sunday afternoon.  She stated that there is a full schedule of events in the Manchester Message or the current West Newsmagazine.
d. Manchester Arts Council 
Alderman Clement stated that Sheila Ryerse and he were interviewed on 550 radio.  He said this was a good opportunity for Manchester to be noticed, and that is exciting.   
Alderman Clement discussed various opportunities for the Manchester Arts Council, including putting art sculptures in Manchester and the STL250 event.

Alderman Clement discussed the Manchester Arts activities and concerts that will be taking place at the Manchester Homecoming.  
9.
ACTION ON OLD BILLS
a. BILL # 13-2173 – AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE 2013 TAX LEVY


  

Alderman Stevens read for the second time Bill # 13-2173, entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AND LEVYING THE RATE OF TAXATION UPON ALL REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF MANCHESTER FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2013”, by title only.

Alderman Stevens made the motion that Bill # 13-2173 become Ordinance # 13-2056.   The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement.

A poll of the Board showed: 


Alderman Ottenad – aye



Alderman Clement – aye



Alderman Stevens – aye



Alderman Hamill – aye



Alderman Diehl – aye



Alderman Schrader – aye

Mayor Willson announced the motion passed 6 – 0, with no objections.
10.
INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS
a.
RESOLUTION APPROVING AGREEMENT FOR THE CONCRETE SIDEWALK ELEVATION PROJECT 
Alderman Schrader read Proposed Resolution # 13-0456, entitled:  “A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE BID OF LIFT RITE, INC. IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED THIRTEEN THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SIXTY DOLLARS ($13,160.00) FOR THE 2013 CONCRETE SIDEWALK SLAB ELEVATION CORRECTION  PROJECT IN THE CITY OF MANCHESTER, AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR OF THE CITY OF MANCHESTER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT THEREFOR.”, by title only. 
Alderman Hamill questioned this expenditure and the total amount of money budgeted.

Director of Public Works Bob Ruck explained that this is not the only expenditure; there are two  separate  projects,  one  for  the  concrete sidewalk elevation correction project and one for the sidewalk slab replacement project.

Alderman Schrader made the motion for approval of Resolution # 13-0456.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement and carried unanimously, without objection.
b. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT AND EXTENSION OF ENGINEERING AND SURVEYING AGREEMENT FOR THE CHANNEL B PROJECT 

Alderman Ottenad read Proposed Resolution # 13-0457, entitled:  “A RESOLUTION  AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT AND EXTENSION OF AGREEMENT FOR ENGINEERING AND SURVEYING SERVICES FOR THE CHANNEL B STORM WATER IMPROVEMENTS”, by title only.
Alderman Ottenad asked why this extension is necessary, and she stated it appears they are not asking for more money at this time.

Director of Public Works Bob Ruck stated that originally there was a time limit on the agreement.  He said this is a large scale project, surveying and analyzing the Channel B watershed area from Carmen to 141 to Big Bend and points eastward and southward.  Director Ruck advised that this analysis has been going on for some time, and Stock and Associates continued to execute work without an agreement although they felt uncomfortable pursuing this project without an agreement.  Director Ruck stated that the next phase encompasses four different points – portions that affect private property through erosion behind Mayfair Court, King George Court, and off Big Bend, Sandpointe Court and Century Oaks Drive.

Director Ruck stated the original contract was for $300,000, and there is approximately $100,000 unexpended.
Alderman Hamill asked if this involves tributaries, and if there are two phases, a north phase and a south phase.  He asked if any monies are being allocated to fix the southern portion of Channel B.
Director Ruck responded that Channel A was all inclusive, where Channel B is very large and really cannot be called a phase.  It is only possible to describe an area and highlight areas in the Channel B watershed.  Director Ruck stated that the current concern is the main channel portion of Channel B; no tributaries are being addressed at this time.
Alderman Clement added that the Board is not authorizing expenditures to start the work.  Only four areas have been identified, areas that need to be reinforced and stabilized.  He stated that expenditures would be authorized down the road when there are funds to support that.
Director Ruck stated there is another phase where private properties are being affected.  Right now, the City is getting a conceptual plan, but not a construction plan.

Alderman Hamill asked Director Ruck if, based on his knowledge, all the work would be done in the common ground.
Director Ruck stated that areas have been identified, but the design of the project has not started yet.  He said he believes there will be a combination of rock creek banks and boulder walls,  but haven’t gotten into designing the project yet.  

Alderman Ottenad stated that Alderman Clement and she asked that this project be stopped until the first part was done.
There being no further discussion, Alderman Ottenad made the motion for approval of Resolution # 13-0457.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Clement, and carried unanimously, without objection. 
c.
BILL EXTENDING LETTER OF CREDIT FOR CMJ INVESTMENT 

    
Alderman Diehl introduced Bill # 13-2174, entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 12-2032, AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR OF THE CITY OF MANCHESTER TO EXTEND AN ESCROW AGREEMENT UNTIL JULY 31, 2014 ON BEHALF OF THE CITY WITH CJM INVESTMENTS, LLC REGARDING THE GUARANTEEING OF CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PROPERTY AT 740 SULPHUR SPRING ROAD”, by title only.
No further action at this time.
d.
BILL ADDING A NEW CODE SECTION RELATIVE TO COLLECTIVE

BARGAINING BY CERTAIN POLICE OFFICERS 
Alderman Hamill introduced Bill # 13-2175, entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE ADDING NEW SECTIONS 125.020 THROUGH 125.060 TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MANCHESTER RELATING TO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING BY CERTAIN CITY POLICE OFFICERS”, by title only.

No further action at this time.

11.
MISCELLANEOUS
a. Comments from the Public
There were none. 
12.
ADJOURNMENT
At 8:11 p.m., there being no further business, Alderman Hamill made the motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Schrader and carried unanimously, without objection.  The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth E. Baker, CMC/MRCC

City Clerk
Note:  This is a journal of the Board of Aldermen meeting held September 3, 2013 (summary); not a verbatim transcript.  If a recording of the meeting is desired, please contact City Hall.
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